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(Note: Political/Military Counselor Gord
Mr, Colonna who in the Embassy might see
gave him my name, )

on had been asked by
Borghese, and Mr. Gordon

Borghese said that he had not been in +oy
for. many years, lle was not sure what our
and suspected that we might not be complet
state of Italian opinion, or of the work
Front (Fronte Nazionale),
fed up with the government aj
inefficient andg self-serving, 7

Or any other politician, Furthermore, _
sliding toward Communist control. The PCI now influences public
policy to a consideraple degree; in a short time 1T will be in

; absolute control., Fey Public £

lgures seem o vorry about this, but
The thinking public does. He came to the npassy because the U, is
the world's leader ang beca

use 1t has considerable influence in Italy,
He cited President Kennedy's alleged decisive supvort for intreducing
the center-left in Italy, prmsREEET

ch with anyone in the Embassy
sources ol information are
ely aware of the desperate

e
Borghese continued that the Front is not a varty., . He refuses to have
anything to do with chem, The Front aims at gett
N\

i ol i i L 5 in
who are worried about what the vostwar era n b v.

businessmen, professional rmen, intellectuals, ang Detty bourgeoisie,
There are hundreds of small, loczl organizeicns in the country that
have a similas viewpoint; the Front tries-tﬁ-bringﬁthem Together, -

EXEMPT . ’
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
?
(s
HIW br7 175 O2RA — 5 305 ¢ S COPY ~ o

DECLASSIFIED Authority
NND 39210




o i = T

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 2

the parties and the present system of goveriment. It has alreéay

- set wp a "shagow" covernment, with "prefects" in each province and

& central staflf of experts in many fields..

Italian system, but is it realistic to think +that 2 Sroup outside

the system could overthrow it as simply as he had exXplained? Borghese
insisted that 3+t yas a matter of getting public opinicn on the side of
Justice -- or rether, the opinion OoIpeople who can lead since the
bPeople as such follow the decisive leader.

In reply to a Question, Borghese saig that the Front is conservative
in the sense of wanting to preserve puolic order, respect for the

. ..daw, and Italy's position in NATO. But it favors a Social policy

that is much more realistic and progressive than that of any Italian

Party. The Front has nomembershipibrmality, end thus no estimate
on how many people adhere to it,

I asked Borghese whether he was still active in the MSI. He said no,
that he had consented to become the M3SI's honorary president in the
early 1950's under particuler circumstances. When the circumstances
no -longer applied, he resigned a couple of years later, The MST 1S

Blographic Note: Borghese was famous during the war as The regular
—-__.-—_l_l*_-—-:_" =
Navy officer in command of torpedo boats that performed daring actions

against the British, He stayed with the Republic of Salo and weas
condemned after the war to a number of years ol prison because of

action taken against the partisans, His Inglish is fairly good, but
hepreferred.tospeak Italian,

The Front has received occasional leWSDaper coverage but nothing of
importance,
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